Where these conditions are present the best security is afforded to all residents in the country, including the wealthy as well as the poor. Of course, if the operations mentioned are to be undertaken in a cottage hospital, it is essential that the nurse-matron shall be a first-rate surgical nurse, and that she shall have competent assistance. What the latter may entail must be decided in each cottage hospital, with due regard to the pressure upon the beds and the class of cases admitted from time to time. In every such hospital where serious operations are performed there must be at least two fully-trained and good surgical nurses, of whom one should be the matron. We think the inhabitants of the cottage hospital district where the major operations were successfully performed in one year are to be congratulated on the quality of the medical service which they have succeeded in securing for their protection and safety. We hope they will be willing to supply sufficient money to defray the cost of a second surgical nurse, and to do their part to support the medical staff as they deserve to be supported.
